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they were opened only to Russia, thus converting the Black
Sea into a potential Russian naval fortress.118 Sir Arthur
Nicolson "doubted whether the moment was well chosen."
Sir Edward Grey would go no further than to confirm his
declarations of 1908. The Russian Ambassador in London,
though he "had convinced himself how highly Sir Edward
values the Entente and how firmly determined he is to
preserve it and avoid anything which might endanger its
existence," soon had to confess sadly that "it is always diffi-
cult to induce the British Government to assume engage-
ments on principle for future eventualities." 119 Further
interviews merely made it clearer that it was impossible to
persuade Sir Edward Grey to alter his attitude.
On November 4, Izvolski finally sought "to nail France
down" to a written promise, while de Selves was in a pleas-
ant mood of relief at the conclusion of long negotiations with
Germany, and before the inexperienced Minister should
have time to get advice from England or elsewhere about
the problem of the Straits:
In view of the signing of the Franco-German Agreement,
it seemed to me indispensable, immediately and without
waiting for our official acceptance of it, to nail down120
the results of my conversations with de Selves concerning
the Straits and North China. I therefore wrote M. de
Selves a letter on November 4, in which I expressed, ap-
proximately in the form you proposed to me in your last
letters to me,121 our confidence in the assent of France to
bur wishes in these questions. ... I hope to receive from de
Selves an unconditional confirmation of the contents of this
letter, the text of which I shall send you by Thursday's
courier.
us p. Cambon to de Selves [early in Oct.]; L.N., I, 149 f.; Stieve, I,
164 f.
H9 Benckendorff to Neratov, Oct. 10/23, and Oct. 26/Nov, 8.
1911; Siebert-Schreiner, pp. 321, 327.
120 Russian zakriepit "to nail down," "clinch," or "rivet."
121 See above, note 115.